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242 HARVARD LAW REVIEW. 

The Testamentary Executor in England and Elsewhere. By R. 
J. R. Goffin. London: C. J. Clay & Sons. 1901. pp. xii, 136. 8vo. 
This essay, which won the Yorke prize in 1899, is a very interesting 
contribution to the historical study of law. The author shows that 
testamentary executorship did not exist in Roman law, but was an out- 
growth of Germanic institutions, in which it first appeared. Its in- 
troduction into England, caused largely, it is probable, through the 
influence of the church, must have taken place some time after the Nor- 
man Conquest, as the word executor first occurs in the work of Glan- 
ville. In this, as in other cases, early judicial centralization enabled 
England to develop the institution to maturity, while, on the Continent, 
its growth was both retarded and stunted by the existence of numerous 
crude systems of local law which resulted from the triumph of feudal- 
ism as a political system. The work does not trace the history of the 
executor in England beyond the earlier part of the seventeenth century, 
when he had finally secured the position of personal representative of 
the deceased. Though the author, owing to the state of the materials, 
is often unable to show historical continuity in detail, yet his argument 
for its existence is convincing, and he is able to make the institutions of 
different countries and periods throw light upon one another. 



The Law of Sales. By Francis M. Burdick, Professor of Law in 
Columbia University. Second Edition. Boston : Little, Brown & 
Co. 1901. pp. xli, 299. 8vo. 
Cases on the Law of Sales. By Francis M. Burdick. Second Edi- 
tion. Boston : Little, Brown & Co. 1901. pp. xiii, 792. 8vo. 
The principal change in these two books since the first edition is in 
point of size ; the case-book is longer by more than one hundred pages, 
while the text-book, in octavo instead of duodecimo form, has also an 
increase of a score of pages. The main body of the former remains 
unchanged, the additions to it being in the form of a supplement which 
contains more than forty new cases, for the most part decisions rendered 
since the first edition appeared ; the appendix also contains additional 
extracts from state statutes and foreign codes. The text-book shows 
signs of a careful revision ; not only has the author brought his work up 
to date by noting and discussing recent decisions, but frequently the 
language has been improved, and sections rewritten, to render obscure 
points more clear. The author cites about two thousand cases, carefully 
selecting those especially valuable for the student, for whom this treatise 
is primarily designed. 

The arrangement of the two books is identical and remains the same as 
in the first edition. The text-book makes no pretence at being exhaustive 
and omits some points usually considered in connection with the subject ; 
but it deals clearly and comprehensively with such essential points of 
the law as present difficulties to the student. The perplexing matter of 
conditions and warranties occupies almost a quarter of the book, and 
while the discussion does not result in absolute clearness, it is on the 
whole as satisfactory as can be expected in such a hopelessly confused 
branch of the law. In order to effect a saving of space, the provisions 
of the Statute of Frauds have not been separately treated, but have been 
considered incidentally throughout the work. The result is to render 



